State of Rhode Island

Department of Environmental Management

Office of Air Resources

Notice of Public Hearing and Comment Period

Concerning adoption of proposed amendments to Air Pollution Control Regulation No. 11, “Petroleum Liquids Marketing and Storage” and adoption of the “Rhode Island Stage II Vapor Control Program Discontinuation State Implementation Plan Revision”
Notice is hereby given that a public hearing regarding adoption of proposed amendments to Air Pollution Control Regulation No. 11, “Petroleum Liquids Marketing and Storage,”  and adoption of the “Rhode Island Stage II Vapor Control Program Discontinuation State Implementation Plan Revision” (SIP Revision) will be held in Room 300 of the Department of Environmental Management, at 235 Promenade Street, Providence, Rhode Island on Wednesday, October 30, 2013 at 10:00 AM, at which time interested parties will be heard.

The proposed amendments to Regulation No. 11 would allow for decommissioning of Stage II vapor recovery systems at gasoline dispensing facilities. Stage II systems are no longer necessary for the capture of vehicle refueling emissions because most gasoline vehicles are now equipped with onboard refueling vapor recovery systems which control those emissions.  The amendments would also strengthen requirements for Stage I vapor control systems, which capture vapors displaced from storage tanks at gasoline dispensing facilities during tank truck deliveries, and would specify best management practices for gasoline dispensing facilities consistent with those in the federal regulations for this source category.

The SIP Revision demonstrates, using EPA methodology and conservative factors, that the emissions reductions currently associated with the Rhode Island Stage II program are de minimis (7.2% of refueling emissions) and that, by 2018, continued operation of a Stage II program in Rhode Island would cause excess refueling emissions in the State. The SIP Revision further shows that the emissions reductions currently associated with the Rhode Island Stage II program constitute a very small fraction of the State’s total anthropogenic emissions, and, therefore, that discontinuation of the Stage II program will not interfere with Clean Air Act requirements.

The Office of Air Resources has determined that implementation of these regulatory changes would not have a significant adverse economic impact on small businesses, cities or towns. The costs associated with required upgrades of Stage I systems at gasoline dispensing facilities will be more than offset by the reduction in operating and equipment costs that will be realized by those facilities when the Stage II systems are decommissioned. 
Copies of the proposed amended regulation, SIP Revision and associated fact sheet are available from the Office of Air Resources, 235 Promenade Street, Providence, Rhode Island, between 8:30 am and 4:00 PM and from the Air Resources section of the Department’s web site at www.dem.ri.gov/.  For more information, contact Barbara Morin at (401) 222-4700, ext. 7012, TCDD (401) 222-6800, or by email at barbara.morin@dem.ri.gov.
Written comments may be sent or emailed to the Office of Air Resources at the above address until 4:00 PM on Wednesday, October 30, 2013, at which time the comment period will end, unless extended by the hearing officer.  It is requested that persons who wish to make comments during the public hearing submit a copy of their statement for the record. Members of the Office of Air Resources may question commenters concerning their remarks.   

The Department of Environmental Management building is accessible to those with disabilities. Persons with disabilities requiring accommodation should contact the Office of Air Resources at TCDD (401) 222-6800 or (401) 222-2808 at least three business days prior to the hearing.

Signed this 27th day of September 2013
Douglas McVay, Chief
Office of Air Resources

