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The Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management’s Office of Water Resources is proposing 
minor changes to the Rules Establishing Minimum Standards Relating to Location, Design, Construction 
and Maintenance of Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems (OWTS Rules).  The primary purpose of these 
changes is to implement permit tolling legislation (R.I. Gen. Laws §42-17.1-2.5).  Other additional minor 
changes will also be included.  Each of these changes is summarized below. 
 

• Permit Tolling:  New language added to Rule 20.3 (Subdivisions) and Rule 42.1 and 42.2 (Permit 
Expiration) to extend permit expiration dates in order to make Rules consistent with permit 
tolling legislation (R.I. Gen. Laws §42-17.1-2.5). 

• OWTS Suitability Determinations: 
o 17.4.1(B) modified to clarify conditions under which an existing OWTS would be 

required to upgrade to nitrogen reducing technology when building construction or 
renovation is proposed. 

o 17.4.1(B)(ii) and 17.4.2(D) modified to clarify what types of construction constitute an 
increase in a building’s footprint. 

• Cesspool Act Notifications:  Modified Rule 53.3 to allow increased flexibility in how notification 
letters are sent to property owners who may be subject to the R.I. Cesspool Act of 2007. 

• Septic Tanks:  With the support of the Technical Review Committee, modified Rule 26.3 to 
reduce the required minimum liquid depth for septic tanks to 39 inches from 48 inches. 
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