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RIGIS Upcoming Event 

Calendar 
 

The RIGIS (Rhode Island Geographic 

Information System) upcoming event 

calendar displays basic information on 

the programs and events.  If you are 

interested in adding an event to this 

calendar, please submit the event details 

to RIGIS Coordinator Shane White. 

 

Heritage in America's Great Outdoors 
 

The 27th Annual Rhode Island Statewide Historic 

Preservation Conference, Saturday, April 21, 2012  
 

The RI Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission presents the 

27th Annual RI Statewide Historic Preservation Conference-"Heritage 

in America's Great Outdoors"- on Saturday, April 21.  The all-day 

conference, from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. (registration from 8:15 to 

9:00), will provide an update on the latest efforts to establish a 

national historical park in the Blackstone River Valley and will 

showcase outdoor conservation, recreation, and heritage programs.    
 

Panel topics include the development of recreational trails, 

preservation of historic cemeteries, and rehabilitation tax 

credits.  Tours will sample the region's landscapes and architecture-

industrial complexes, mill villages, historic farms, ethnic churches, and 

main streets.  Destinations include the well-preserved mill villages, 

farms, and factories that make the region distinctive. Local tours will 

stroll down Woonsocket’s historic Main Street and sample the best 

of the city’s industrial and architectural heritage, indoors and out.  

There will be a special emphasis on some of the Blackstone River 

Valley's most distinctive places which could become part of a national 

park-Slater Mill in Pawtucket, the Rhode Island mill villages of Ashton 

and Slatersville, and the village of Whitinsville and town of Hopedale in 

Massachusetts. These sites tell the remarkable story of how industry 

transformed the region's landscape and shaped its communities.   
 

At the beautifully restored Stadium Theatre in Downtown 

Woonsocket, the Opening Session will feature a keynote speech by 

Dr. Stephanie Smith Toothman, Associate Director for Cultural 

Resources at the National Park Service.  Dr. Toothman will discuss 

new initiatives that encourage outdoor recreation and plans for the 

"second century" of the National Park Service which begins in 

2016.  Her talk will be preceded by greetings from Woonsocket Mayor 

Leo T. Fontaine, Maia Farish of Roger Williams University, and RIHPHC 

Executive Director Edward F. Sanderson. 
 

The conference is a great opportunity to learn about new 

developments and to network with peers in the fields of historic 

preservation, design, and planning.  The registration fee is $40 and 

includes lunch and snacks.  The deadline for registration by mail is 

April 11; after that, you must register on-site.   For more information 

about the conference or to download a program, please visit 

www.preservation.ri.gov/conference, or contact Conference 

Coordinator Janet Balletto at (401)732-1009 or 

janetballetto@cox.net.  Learning units are available for RI/APA and  

AIA/RI members. 

http://www.planning.ri.gov/spp/default.htm
http://www.edc.uri.edu/rigis
http://www.edc.uri.edu/rigis/about/calendar.html
http://www.edc.uri.edu/rigis/about/calendar.html
mailto:shane.white@doa.ri.gov
http://www.preservation.ri.gov/conference
mailto:janetballetto@cox.net
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Rhode Island Water 2030 Public 

Hearings  
 

Two public hearings will be held on the adoption of “Rhode 

Island Water 2030” as State Guide Plan Element 721.  This 

draft plan focuses on critical issues and emerging trends for 

drinking water policy to address.  It sets policy foundations for 

drinking water management and provides goals, policies, 

strategies and updated information to guide public and private 

actions for the effective management of the drinking water 

resources of the State. 
 

The two public hearings will be held on the adoption of this 

Plan at which time the opportunity shall be given to all persons 

interested to be heard upon the matter.  The Plan will 

consolidate and replace five previous potable water policy 

elements into a single element of the State Guide Plan.  The 

following existing State Guide Plans will be rescinded in their 

entirety upon adoption of the Plan by the State Planning 

Council: 1990 Scituate Reservoir Watershed Management Plan 

(125); 1991 Water Supply Plan for RI (721); 1993 Rhode Island 

Emergency Water Supply Management Plan (723); 1997 Water 

Supply Policies for Rhode Island (722); and 2002 Rhode Island 

Drought Management Plan (724) 
 

Both hearings will be held Monday April 30, in the 

Department of Administration, One Capitol Hill, Providence.  

The first hearing will be from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in 

Conference Room B, on the 2nd Floor.  The second hearing 

will be in Conference Room A, 2nd Floor, from 6:00 p.m. to 

8:00 p.m.   
 

The hearing will begin with a one half hour informational 

presentation followed by opportunity for public comment.  

Written statements made relative to any aspect of the 

proposed Plan, including alternative approaches, overlap, or 

significant economic impact, can be submitted in writing prior 

to, or at the time of the hearing, or mailed within five 

business days following the hearing date to: Kevin Flynn, 

Associate Director; Division of Planning; One Capitol Hill; 

Providence, Rhode Island 02908.  

 

The draft plan may be viewed at www.planning.ri.gov/spp/

default.htm.  Also copies of the draft plan are available for 

public inspection during business hours (8:30 a.m. to 4:30 

p.m.) at the Office of the Statewide Planning Program; One 

Capitol Hill, 3rd Floor; Providence (222-7901). 

 

The hearing location is accessible to individuals with 

disabilities. Individuals requesting interpreter services for 

the hearing impaired must call 222-7901 forty-eight hours 

in advance of the hearing date.  

 

Draft Transportation Improvement 

Program  

(TIP) FY 2013-2016 
 

The State Planning Council is developing the Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP) for federal fiscal years 2013-2016. 

The TIP is a four-year, fiscally constrained program of Bicycle / 

Pedestrian, Bridge, Congestion Management Air Quality (CMAQ), 

Enhancement, Highway, Interstate, Major Projects, Pavement 

Management, Planning, Study and Development, Traffic Safety, 

Transit, Administration, and Earmark projects that are eligible to 

receive federal funding.  The TIP is updated every four years in 

accordance with federal requirements and the State Planning 

Council’s Rules of Procedure.  This TIP update included a full 

solicitation of new projects from Rhode Island state agencies, 

municipalities, organizations, and individuals.  These projects were 

reviewed and scored by subcommittees of the State Planning 

Council’s Transportation Advisory Committee and Rhode Island 

Department of Transportation staff.  Recommendations of the 

subcommittees were incorporated into the full draft TIP 

document.  A complete description of the TIP development 

process is outlined in the draft TIP document.   
 

The draft TIP is now available for review online at 

www.planning.state.ri.us/misc/TIP2013.htm  or at the R.I. 

Statewide Planning Program, One Capitol Hill, 3rd floor, 

Providence between 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through 

Friday. 
 

The Rhode Island State Planning Council will conduct two 

informational presentations and formal public hearings on 

Thursday, April 26, 2012 at the Department of Administration, 

William E. Powers Building, Conference Room A, 2nd Floor, One 

Capitol Hill; Providence, to accept comments on the draft FFY 

2013-2016 TIP.  The first presentation and public hearing will be 

at 2:00 p.m. and repeated again at held at 6:30 p.m. 
 

All persons may present their views on the draft document in 

person, through a representative, or by filing a written statement 

with the Secretary of the State Planning Council.  Written 

statements may be submitted at one of the two hearings noted 

above or mailed to Kevin M. Flynn, Secretary; Rhode Island State 

Planning Council; One Capitol Hill; Providence, RI 02908.  All 

comments must be received by 4:00 p.m. on May 29. 
 

The public hearing location is accessible to individuals with 

disabilities.  Any individual requiring a reasonable accommodation 

in order to participate in this meeting should contact James A. 

Pitassi, Jr. at 222-6395 (voice) or #711 (R.I. Relay) at least three 

business days prior to the meeting.  Public transit schedule 

information for the workshops is available from RIPTA at 781-

9400 or www.ripta.com. 

http://www.planning.ri.gov/spp/default.htm
http://www.planning.ri.gov/spp/default.htm
http://www.planning.state.ri.us/misc/TIP2013.htm
http://www.ripta.com/
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Grow Smart Rhode Island  

Land-Use Training 

Collaborative / Narragansett Bay 

Research Reserve Calendar 
 

This calendar is available for use by elected and 

appointed municipal officials and planners, citizen 

advocates, the natural resource protection community 

and the design and development community.  The 

calendar can be found on the web at 

www.communityconnectionri.org.  Please visit 

www.growsmartri.org/index.cfm?

fuseaction=Page.viewPage&pageId=489  for 

information about including a listing on the calendar.    

URI Landscape Architecture 

Lecture Series 2011 – 2012 
 

The University of Rhode Island 2011 - 2012 Landscape 

Architecture Lectures series wraps up its series this 

month.  All lectures are held in the Weaver 

Auditorium on the Kingston Campus of the University 

of Rhode Island.   

 

This series is co-sponsored by the College of the 

Environment and Life Sciences, the Rhode Island 

Chapter of the American Society of Landscape 

Architects, and the Rhode Island Nursery and 

Landscape Association.  All lectures are free and open 

to the public; the lecture hall is handicapped accessible.  

 

General questions about the series may be directed to 

Deb Hughes at Dmhughes@ds.uri.edu or at 874-2983  

For directions please go to www.uri.edu/ce/wq/OWT/

Directions/index.htm. 

 

April 19 - Thomas Balsley, FASLA; Principal, Thomas 

Balsley Associates; New York, NY.  Uncommon Ground: 

The Process, Design, and Tactics of Urban Placemaking  

 

Division of Planning  

Committee Meetings 
 

Technical Committee Meeting  

Scheduled for April 6 at 9:00 a.m.; 

Conference Room A on the second 

floor of the Justice William E. Powers Building; 

Department of Administration; One Capitol Hill; 

Providence.  For the latest schedule information please 

see the Committee Calendar.   
 

State Planning Council Meeting scheduled for April 

12 has been CANCELLED.   For the latest schedule 

information please see the Committee Calendar.   
 

Rhode Island Water Resources Board 

Scheduled for April 16 at 1:00 p.m.; meeting location will 

be posted on the Secretary of State’s website.  The 

Finance Committee meets one hour prior to the board 

in the same location.  For the latest schedule information 

please see the Board calendar.  
 

Transportation Advisory Committee Meeting  

Scheduled for April 26 at 6:30 p.m.; Conference Room A 

on the second floor of the Justice William E. Powers 

Building; Department of Administration; One Capitol 

Hill; Providence.  For the latest schedule information 

please see the Committee Calendar. 

WTS Rhode Island 

Construction Tour – Pawtucket Bridge 550 

Please join WTS-Rhode Island for a construction tour of 

the Pawtucket Bridge 550 project on Tuesday, April 24, 

from 2:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  The tour will begin at the 

RIDOT Traffic Management Center with a presentation 

by representatives of RIDOT, immediately followed by 

the site visit.  To register for this event, please contact 

Nicole Serafin at 272-8100 Ext. 2040 or at 

wtsrhodeisland@gmail.com by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, April 

20. The rain date is Thursday, April 26.  For the 

Construction Tour flyer, visit http://tinyurl.com/7hkz4og. 

http://www.communityconnectionri.org/
http://www.growsmartri.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Page.viewPage&pageId=489
http://www.growsmartri.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Page.viewPage&pageId=489
mailto:Dmhughes@ds.uri.edu
http://www.uri.edu/ce/wq/OWT/Directions/index.htm
http://www.uri.edu/ce/wq/OWT/Directions/index.htm
http://www.planning.ri.gov/misc/calendar.htm
http://www.planning.ri.gov/misc/calendar.htm
http://sos.ri.gov/
http://www.wrb.ri.gov/meetings_schedule.html
http://www.planning.ri.gov/misc/calendar.htm
mailto:wtsrhodeisland@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/7hkz4og


Economic Development 

Investment Assistance 

 
The Office of Strategic Planning & Economic 

Development is seeking proposals for projects from 

eligible applicants interested in applying to the 

federal Economic Development Administration for 

public works or planning grants in Fiscal Year 2012.  

This is an opportunity to submit proposals for 

projects using federal funds to implement some of 

the state’s long range economic development 

objectives and policies on the local and regional 

level.  Project proposals will undergo a selection 

process.   

 

Selected projects that meet federal and state 

criteria will become part of a “Priority Project List” 

that will be presented to the U.S. Economic 

Development Administration (EDA).  This will 

qualify these projects to compete for grants under 

the EDA’s Public Works and Development Facilities 

Program.  Application are received on an ongoing 

basis but must be received no less than 60 days 

prior to the beginning of the federal fiscal quarter in 

which the applicant intends to apply for funds. 

 

Potentially eligible CEDS applicants include cities 

and towns, public agencies, academic institutions, 

and local and regional non-profit economic 

development organizations.  They can contact via 

email Robert Griffith if they are interested 

submitting a proposal and/or if they are interested 

in receiving application instructions and materials. 
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Grow Smart Rhode Island 

Conducting Effective Land Use Reviews  

 

Led by experienced Land Use Attorneys and 

Planners, Conducting Effective Land Use Reviews 

will guide you through your legal responsibilities as 

a public official in Rhode Island and discuss in detail 

the legally required procedures and best practices 

that should be followed in conducting land use 

reviews. The workshop provides ample time for 

participant questions.   

Thursday, April 12 at the Jesse M. Smith Memorial, 

100 Tinkham Lane, Burrillville; and  

Thursday, May 24 at the West Warwick Senior 

Center, 145 Washington Street, West Warwick.   

The registration deadline for the Burrillville 

program is April 5 at 5:00 p.m.; the form can be 

found at http://growsmartri.com/pdfs/

CELUR_burillville_2012%20regform.pdf.  The West 

Warwick program has a limited seating capacity, the 

registration deadline is May 17 at 5:00 p.m.; the 

form can be found at http://growsmartri.com/pdfs/

CELUR_west_warwick_2012%20regform.pdf. 

 

The registration fee for each program is $30.00 and 

includes a light supper.  Registration fee assistance is 

available to communities through the Rhode Island 

Interlocal Risk Management Trust and the Land-Use 

Training Collaborative.  Please visit http://

growsmartri.com/pdfs/celur2012flyer_sdbedits.pdf 

for additional information.   

mailto:rgriffith@doa.ri.gov
http://growsmartri.com/pdfs/CELUR_burillville_2012%20regform.pdf
http://growsmartri.com/pdfs/CELUR_burillville_2012%20regform.pdf
http://growsmartri.com/pdfs/CELUR_west_warwick_2012%20regform.pdf
http://growsmartri.com/pdfs/CELUR_west_warwick_2012%20regform.pdf
http://growsmartri.com/pdfs/celur2012flyer_sdbedits.pdf
http://growsmartri.com/pdfs/celur2012flyer_sdbedits.pdf
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Private Well Water Workshops 

 

Learn how to protect your private well through regular 

testing, private well maintenance, and good housekeeping 

practices.  The programs are free, but pre-registration is 

required as space is limited.  The workshops are hosted by 

the Rhode Island Department of Health and the University 

of Rhode Island's Cooperative Extension Water Quality 

Program.  All programs run from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  To 

register and for other information call 874-4918.   

 Thursday, April 5 at the Little Compton Community 

Center; 34 Commons, Little Compton. 

 Thursday, May 3 at the Cross Mills Public Library; 4417 

Old Post Road Charlestown.  This program is co-

sponsored by the Charlestown Conservation 

Commission.  

Division of Municipal Finance 
The Division of Municipal Finance has completed the 

consolidation of all its sections into one location on the 

first floor of the Justice William E. Powers Building, 

Department of Administration.  This move, although 

within the same building, has necessitated some contact 

changes. 

 

For all offices, the street mailing address is: One Capitol 

Hill, 1st Floor.  For updated information on telephone 

numbers and email addresses please check with the 

Divisions Contact page on the web at www.muni-

info.ri.gov/contact/. 

 

The Divisions publications, including the Municipal Memo 

and the Directory of City & Town Officials are still 

available on line.  Other Publications and Forms can be 

found on their web pages.  The Divisions home web 

page is www.muni-info.ri.gov/ where additional links 

including Finances, Forms, and State Aid can be found. 

Tour Rhode Island  
 

Take the wraps off some of the state’s best-kept secrets 

on May 5 and see for yourself what makes the 

Blackstone Valley a terrific place to visit.  Some of the 

hidden gems on the itinerary include fantastic frescoes; 

stunning stained glass; a majestic, restored vaudeville 

theater; a real dairy farm with a bake shop filled with 

creamy delights; and more.  

 

Whether you prefer a tour focusing on history, the arts 

and culture, or you'd rather get out to try a new 

recreational activity, there is a Tour Rhode Island 

excursion for you.   Tour Rhode Island is a program of 

the Blackstone Valley Tourism Council; you can view 

details on all 15 tours and purchase tickets online or 

through the Tour Rhode Island box office at the 

Blackstone Valley Tourism Council, 175 Main Street, 

Pawtucket at 724-2200.  

Power of Place Summit 

The theme of this Grow Smart RI’s Power of Place Sum-

mit, "Beyond Austerity: Leveraging the Power of Place 

for a Stronger Rhode Island Economy", will drive the 

keynote address and the more than 20 workshops at 

this day-long forum.  The Summit will take place on May 

11 at the Rhode Island Convention Center in Provi-

dence.  Early bird registration fees will range from $50 

(students), to $75 (government and nonprofit), to $100 

(regular rate). Online registration will open in March.  

Watch for additional information on the Summit at 

www.growsmartri.org/index.cfm. 

 

http://www.health.ri.gov/environment/dwq/privatewell.php
http://cels.uri.edu/ce/Resources.aspx
http://cels.uri.edu/ce/Resources.aspx
http://cels.uri.edu/ce/Resources.aspx
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?2a=34%2BCommons&2c=Little%2BCompton&2s=RI&2z=02837-1543&form=directions
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?2a=34%2BCommons&2c=Little%2BCompton&2s=RI&2z=02837-1543&form=directions
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=Cross%27%2BMills%2BPublic%2BLibrary%2B4417%2BOld%2BPost%2BRoad,%2BCharlestown,%2BRI%2B&hl=en&ll=41.384553,-71.640837&spn=0.009289,0.013797&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=40.052282,56.513672&vpsrc=6&hq=Cross%27%2BMills%2BPublic%2BLib
http://www.muni-info.ri.gov/contact/
http://www.muni-info.ri.gov/contact/
http://www.muni-info.ri.gov/legislation
http://www.muni-info.ri.gov/publications
http://www.muni-info.ri.gov/publications
http://www.muni-info.ri.gov/forms
http://www.muni-info.ri.gov/
http://tourrhodeisland.org/tour_rhode_island_blackstone_valley_events.htm
http://www.growsmartri.org/index.cfm

