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On July 12, 2012, the State Planning
Council, approved the Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) for federal
fiscal years 2013-2016. The TIP is a four-
year, fiscally constrained program
comprised of Bicycle / Pedestrian, Bridge,
Congestion Management Air Quality
(CMAQ), Enhancement, Highway,
Interstate, Major Projects, Pavement
Management, Planning, Study and
Development, Traffic Safety, Transit,
Administration, and Earmark projects that
are eligible to receive federal funding. This
TIP update included a full solicitation of
new projects from Rhode Island state
agencies, municipalities, organizations, and
individuals. These projects were reviewed
and scored by subcommittees of the State
Planning Council’s Transportation Advisory
Committee and Rhode Island Department
of Transportation staff. Recommendations
of the subcommittees were incorporated
into the full draft TIP document. A
complete description of the TIP
development process is outlined in the TIP.

The TIP is a list of over $1.2 billion in
transportation projects the State of Rhode
Island intends to implement using State,

funding. For transportation projects to
utilize federal funds, the project must be
included in the TIP. The Rhode Island TIP
covers the entire State of Rhode Island and
is also referred to by federal agencies as a
Statewide Transportation Improvement
Program (STIP). The TIP is consistent with
Transportation 2030, Rhode Island’s long
range transportation planning document.
Projects in this TIP are from all 39
municipalities as well as from the
Narragansett Indian Tribe and Blackstone
Navigation.

The priorities emphasized in this TIP
include the following: Completion of Major
Projects (Interstate 195 Relocation,
Providence River Pedestrian Bridge,
Sakonnet River Bridge, Pawtucket River
Bridge, and Providence Viaduct); Bridge
Rehabilitation, Preventative Maintenance,
Safety, Congestion Relief and
Environmental Quality; and funding
concerns.

The TIP and a listing of the projects by
municipality can be viewed at
www.planning.ri.gov/misc/TIP2013.htm.

RIPTA has initiated a statewide evaluation of our services called a
Comprehensive Operational Analysis (or COA). This effort is
intended to identify the strengths and weaknesses of our bus sys-
tem, and to determine where we might redirect resources to
better serve RIPTA customers and attract more riders to our

network. RIPTA is looking for public input in two key ways:

I) On-Line Travel Survey: In order to better understand local
travel needs, where people need to go, and what type of services
they desire, RIPTA is surveying passengers on buses. But they
also hope to hear from those who don't currently use the ser-
vices. RIPTA encourages all to follow this link (http://
www.ripta.com/coa) to read about the project and participate in
their brief survey- available for both riders and non-riders. The
survey will be available until October |2th. (To go directly to the

survey: www.Surveymonkey.com/s/riptarider

2) Comments on Specific RIPTA Services: RIPTA is also conduct-

ing a detailed assessment of each of their 58 bus routes and 8
Flex routes to determine which services are working well, and
where they might redirect resources to better serve your travel
needs. We hope that RIPTA riders will follow this link (http://
www.ripta.com/featured-project) to review potential changes that
have been suggested for each route, and to share ideas of their
own. Routes are being posted as they are ready, if you don’t see
your route, keep checking, all will be up in the next few

weeks. You can also make General Comments about RIPTA pro-

grams and services.

Your participation and efforts to distribute this information to
other members of your organization are greatly appreciat-

ed. With your help, RIPTA can better design our statewide
transit network to support our passengers and attract more rid-
ers. For additional questions please contact Amy Pettine at RIP-

TA.
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Division of Planning Committee Meetings

Technical Committee

Scheduled for October 5 at 9:00 a.m. in Conference Room A on the second floor of
the Justice William E. Powers Building; Department of Administration; One Capitol
Hill; Providence. For the latest schedule information please see the Committee
Calendar.

State Planning Council

Scheduled for October |1 at 9:00 a.m. in Conference Room A on the second floor of
the Justice William E. Powers Building; Department of Administration; One Capitol
Hill; Providence. For the latest schedule information please see the Committee
Calendar.

Housing Commiission

Scheduled for October 12 at 8:30 a.m.; in Conference Room A on the second floor of
the Justice William E. Powers Building; Department of Administration; One Capitol
Hill; Providence. For the latest schedule information please see the Secretary of State
Calendar.

Woater Resources Board

Scheduled for October 15 at 1:00 p.m.; in Conference Room A on the second floor of
the Justice William E. Powers Building; Department of Administration; One Capitol
Hill; Providence. The meeting is also posted on the Secretary of State’s website. The
Finance Committee meets one hour prior to the board in the same location. For the
latest schedule information please see the Board Calendar.

Transportation Advisory Committee

Scheduled for October 25 at 6:30 p.m. in Conference Room A on the second floor of
the Justice William E. Powers Building; Department of Administration; One Capitol
Hill; Providence. For the latest schedule information please see the Committee

f

meeting agendas can be found here. (

Calendar

-—

RIGIS Executive Committee
No meeting scheduled for October month. For more

[

information on the committee, please click here. RIGIS

Happy Autumn

Preservation Celebration & Rhody Awards

The R.I. Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission and Preserve Rhode Island
present the 2012 Preservation Celebration & Rhody Awards on Thursday, October
18, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Rosecliff in Newport. Join the party as they
celebrate the 2012 award winners for excellence in historic preservation. Tickets are
$25 in advance or $30 at door. For more information, and to purchase tickets, visit
www.preserveri.org/2012-preservation-celebration.

Economic Development
Investment Assistance

The U.S. Economic Development
Administration (EDA) is accepting
applications for Public Works and
Economic Adjustment Assistance
grants for consideration in the second
quarter of Federal Fiscal Year 2013
(January — March 2013). Applications
may be for construction, non-
construction, and revolving loan fund
investments for the purposes of the
implementing regional economic
development strategies designed to
create jobs, leverage private capital,
encourage economic development, and
strengthen America’s ability to
compete in the global marketplace.
The EDA’s current funding
opportunities can be accessed at
www.eda.gov/ffo.htm. Eligible
applicants include cities, towns, State
agencies, academic institutions, public
or private non-profit organizations
acting in cooperation with State or
local government, regional non-profit
economic development organizations,
and Indian Tribes.

In addition to the EDA submission
deadline, potential applicants should be
aware that the application may be
required to receive Comprehensive
Economic Development Strategy
(CEDS) certification prior to the
submission to the EDA. CEDS
certification confirms that the proposal
meets certain federal and state criteria
and makes the project eligible to be
placed on the State’s “Priority Project
List” (a requirement to compete for
grants under EDA’s Public Works and
Development Facilities Program). A
link to detailed CEDS information is
available at www.planning.ri.gov/comp/
ceds.html or contact Kevin Nelson by
email or at 222-2093.
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New ACS Data Grow Smart Rhode Island Land-Use Training

Shows Change in Collaborative/Narragansett Bay Research
Households, Labor Reserve Electronic Calendar
Force The calendar is available for use by elected and appointed municipal officials and

planners, citizen advocates, the natural resource protection community and the design
In September, the U.S. Census Bureau

released the 201 | American
Community Survey (ACS) estimates,
which reveal changes in Rhode Island
household and economic
characteristics that many believe are
driven by challenging economic

and development community. Please visit www.communityconnectionri.org for more
information.

Planning for Children in Rhode Island

Planning affects children’s lives in many ways: from the quality of housing and

times. The statistically significant accessibility of transit, to workforce opportunities for parents and teenagers, and
changes documented between the involvement in civic decision making.

2010 and 2011 ACS include fewer

households in the state, more people In Rhode Island, the population of children under the age of 18

living together, higher vacancy rates, declined nearly 10 percent between 2000 and 2010, but this

along with a smaller labor force and figure varies greatly by city and town. Find out more about the

changes in the occupations of the labor
force. Learn more about these
changes in this month’s Data Bulletin,
to be posted at www.planning.ri.gov/
census/ri2010.htm

wellbeing of Rhode Island children as it relates to planning and
the built environment in this month’s Census Data Bulletin,
which explores some of the data analyzed by Rhode Island Kids
Count and its national KIDS COUNT network. The Bulletin
will be posted at www.planning.ri.gov/census/ri2010.htm.

URI Landscape Architecture Lecture — 2012-2013

Lectures begin at 7:00 p.m. and are held in the Weaver Abroad”.

Auditorium on the Kingston Campus of the University of e February 21 Stephen Stimson, FASLA, Stephen Stimson
Rhode Island. The series is co-sponsored by the College of Associates, Cambridge, MA. “Yankee Ingenuity: Place-

the Environment and Life Sciences, the Rhode Island Chapter Making in the Regional Landscape”.

of the American Society of Landscape Architects, and the e March 21 Karen Daubmann, Director of Exhibitions and
Rhode Island Nursery and Landscape Association. All lectures Season Displays, New York Botanical Garden. “Designing
are free and open to the public. The lecture hall is The Visitor’s Experience at the New York Botanical
handicapped accessible. General questions about the series Gardens”.

may be directed to 874-2983. For directions to Weaver e April4 Barbara Wilks, FASLA, Principal W Architecture &
Auditorium please click here. Landscape Architecture, New York.

e October || Harry Dodson, Principal, Dodson Associates, *® April 25  Elizabeth Mossop, FASLA, Professor, LSU.
Ltd., Ashfield, MA. “Scenery and Survival: The Future of
Rural New England Landscapes”.
e October 25 Kristine Kenney, ASLA, Campus Landscape
Architect, University of Washington, “The University \L'
Campus: Preserving Legacy, Creating History”.
e November 8 Bradford McKee, Editor, Landscape
Architecture Magazine. “Landscape and Confrontation”.
e November 29 Patricia O’Donnell, FASLA, Principal,
Heritage Landscapes LLC, Charlotte, VT. “Values and
Trends: Cultural Landscape Sustainability the USA and
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WTS-Rhode Island

October Jet Pull

Please join the WTS-Rhode Island 2012 Jet Pull team! The 25-
person team will pull a FedEx 757 across the tarmac of T. F.
Green Airport to raise money for the Rhode Island chapter of
the National Multiple Sclerosis Society. The event is Saturday,
October 13 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. WTS-Rhode Island
will sponsor the registration fee of $50 for each person. Each
individual team member will be responsible for the minimum
fundraising effort of $50 per person. Contact Diane Baxter at
421-4140 or wtsrhodeisland@gmail.com if you would like to
join the team. For the Jet Pull Flyer, click
www.wtsinternational.org/assets/80/22/WTS-
Rhode_lIsland_MS_Jet_Pulll.pdf.

RIGIS Upcoming Event Calendar

The RIGIS (Rhode Island Geographic Information System)
upcoming event calendar displays basic information on the
programs and events. If you are interested in adding an
event to this calendar, please submit the event details to
RIGIS Coordinator Shane White.

Sustainable Communities
Welcomes PolicyLink

The Sustainable Communities Consortium and Statewide
Planning Program welcomed PolicyLink, a national research
institute based in Oakland, CA, for a site visit to work with staff
and stakeholders on the social equity elements of the project.

Danielle Bergstrom, Research Associate at PolicyLink, led two
workshops to help participants determine what equity means for
Rhode Island’s Sustainable Communities work and how best to
incorporate equityinto the plans and recommendations
developed through the project. The organization will return
later this fall for a joint meeting of the Consortium and the
state’s Commission for Health Advocacy and Equity, at which
attendees will advance the work begun in August.

Tool Kit for Integrating Land Use
and Transportation Decision-Making

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has developed a
tool kit to provide a user-friendly, web-based source of
methods, strategies, and procedures for integrating land use and
transportation planning, decision-making, and project
implementation. The tool kit is designed:

e To assist metropolitan and regional planning organizations,
State departments of transportation (DOTs), transit
agencies, and other organizations involved in the
transportation planning process in incorporating land use
considerations into their planning and project development
activities.

e Asa resource for local government land use and
transportation planners, community groups, and others who
wish to better understand and implement linkages between
transportation and land use planning.

The tool kit is made up of three parts:

e The tool kit itself, which includes brief descriptions of
several tools, along with implementation examples and
sources of additional information;

e Case studies of seven tools, which provide a more detailed
look at how these tools have been effectively applied in
practice; and

e  Other references and links, including reports and web sites
that provide additional information on tools for integrating
transportation and land use decision-making.

For additional information on this tool kit please go to the
FHWA web site at www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/processes/
land_use/toolkit.cfm.

This month Statewide Planning will begin to solicit nominations
for the Social Equity Advisory Committee, a group of 20 — 25
residents and community leaders who will advise the
Consortium and perform public outreach. The group will meet
monthly, and some members may be eligible for a stipend. If you
would like to serve on the committee, or if you know of
someone who may be interested, please contact Melanie Army
at melanie.army@doa.ri.gov or 401-222-6183 to receive a flyer
with more information on the committee and instructions for

applying.

More information on the Sustainable Communities project and
the Social Equity Advisory Committee, specifically, will be
available here.
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Rhode Island Top 50 Project:
Electric Vehicle Charging Stations for Rhode Island

The TOP 50 project intends to implement a network of 50 charging stations that will allow Rhode Islanders to drive and recharge
electric vehicles throughout the state.

Why Electric Vehicles in Rhode Island?

e Small State = Less Range Anxiety The small size of Rhode Island make it the ideal location for electric vehicles with a
limited range.

e  Energy Security Using hybrid and plug-in electric vehicles instead of conventional vehicles can help reduce U.S. reliance on
imported petroleum and take advantage of renewable energy sources in Rhode Island.

e Better Fuel Economy = Lower Operating Costs PHEVs and EVs can reduce fuel costs dramatically because of the low
cost of electricity relative to conventional fuel. Most EVs operate at an MPGe (Miles per Gallon Equivalent) of 90-110!

e  Zero Emissions = Improved Air Quality Hybrid and plug-in electric vehicles can have significant emissions benefits over

conventional vehicles, including zero tailpipe emissions during all-electric operation for better air quality.

Your help is needed to find locations that will best serve Rhode Island. If there is a location that you think would be great for
electric vehicle charging, please suggest it by clicking the following link: Suggest a Charging Station location! Please click the

following link for more information.
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Community Guidance to Maintain Working Farms and Forests

This workshop will provide guidance to help towns to provide economic incentives for landowners to preserve their land in agri-
culture or forestry. The focus of this effort is to identify appropriate business uses of farm and forest lands, and to explore how
towns might encourage such activities through changes in planning policies, zoning and other regulations by:

e l|dentifying business uses or commercial operations that will help maintain the viability of our farms and provide incentives to
limit the development of working farm and forest lands;

e Developing performance standards for these business activities that will allow them to coexist within residential zones with
neighboring homes and other uses; and

e  Crafting regulatory guidance that communities can use to shape local ordinances that allow for new businesses, and apply rea-

sonable perfor-mance standards.

The workshop will be presented Tuesday, October 16, from 9:00 a.m. to noon (coffee & sign-in beginning at 8:30 a.m.) in Room
300, RI Department of Environmental Management; 235 Promenade Street; Providence.

The intended audience for this workshop includes: planners and other municipal staff and officials in rural and suburban RI commu-
nities, as well as other interested parties. There is no cost for the workshop but registration is required; refreshments will be pro-
vided. To register please contact Jennifer West, Narragansett Bay Research Reserve Coastal Training Program Coordinator, at
jennifer@nbnerr.org or at 222-4700, x 7413.
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