
Rhode Island lobster fishermen are being asked to participate in a voluntary northeast lobster 

gear survey.  The survey is the result of recommendations made by the Atlantic Large Whale Take 

Reduction Team to improve reporting by harvesters on gear location, configuration and line strength. 

The survey is being funded by a NOAA Section 6 Species Recovery Grant administered by the Maine 

Department of Marine Resources (DMR). Participating states are New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode 

Island, and Connecticut. The objective of this survey is to provide data on lobster gear configurations 

which would better inform managers in developing alternatives to address large whale interactions with 

fixed gear while ensuring safe and practical operations for the fishing industry.  

A second component of the grant is to conduct studies on the breaking strength of vertical lines 

currently in use, and on the amount of strain put on the vertical lines during different hauling conditions 

to help determine whether changes in the breaking strength of vertical lines will help decrease severe 

entanglements of right whales.  

 

To complete the survey, please click here.  [maine.gov] 

 

 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.maine.gov_dmr_science-2Dresearch_species_lobster_ropesurveylandingpage.html&d=DwMGaQ&c=tSLbvWYfvulPN3G_n48TUw&r=yJZkm6MtMl3JUjCb8EoWbk23n-ggUNiEAM8WXZ-sPic&m=y50Q1vLRFhVHvvGH0EZ0MBe8tNsTU07YdqjnwGjK7Zg&s=DOAehI4X7tZhV9V3M4z0iUKfZ9qgc9ggU6ulsA_oWyE&e=

