
RI Commercial Marine Licensing Re-
structure



RI Commercial Licensing Re-structure

Old license New license
PEL with Restricted Finfish endorsement Standard license with Unlimited Finfish

endorsement
CFL/PEL with Non-Restricted Finfish 
endorsement

Standard license with Limited Finfish 
endorsement

CFL/PEL with Quahaug, Soft-Shell 
Clam and/or Whelk endorsement

Standard license with Unlimited Shellfish
endorsement

CFL/PEL with Shellfish Other 
endorsement

Standard license with Limited Shellfish 
endorsement

CFL/PEL with Lobster endorsement Standard license with Unlimited Crustacean
endorsement

CFL/PEL with Non-Lobster Crustacean 
endorsement

Standard license with Limited Crustacean
endorsement

CFL/PEL with Quahaug endorsement -
persons under 65 years old

Standard license with Unlimited Shellfish
endorsement 

CFL/PEL with Quahaug endorsement -
persons over 65 years old

Standard license with Unlimited Shellfish
endorsement or Over-65 Shellfish license

Multipurpose License Multipurpose License
Student Shellfish License Student Shellfish License
Over-65 Shellfish license Over-65 Shellfish license

New license/endorsement types:



Standard License

Crustacean Sector

Shellfish Sector

Finfish Sector

Limited Endorsement

Unlimited Endorsement
Limited Endorsement

Unlimited Endorsement
Limited Endorsement

Unlimited Endorsement

RI Commercial Licensing Re-structure

Multi-Purpose 
License = Finfish

Unlimited
Shellfish
Unlimited

Crustacean
Unlimited+ +

New Structure



New Fishery endorsements (Standard License)
Applicability

 Unlimited Finfish: Authorizes the commercial harvest of all species of 
finfish and squid (unless specifically prohibited for harvest)

 Limited Finfish: Authorizes the commercial harvest of all species of 
finfish and squid (unless specifically prohibited for harvest), excluding 
black sea bass, summer flounder, striped bass, tautog; and scup from 5/1 
- 9/30.

 Unlimited Shellfish: Authorizes the commercial harvest of all species of 
shellfish by residents.

 Limited Shellfish: Authorizes the commercial harvest of all species of 
shellfish by residents, excluding bay quahaug, soft-shell clam, and whelk.

 Unlimited Crustacean: Authorizes the commercial harvest of all species 
of crustacean.

 Limited Crustacean: Authorizes the commercial harvest of all species 
of crustacean, excluding lobster.
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RI Commercial Licensing Re-structure

Old license Possession Limit 
CFL w/Quahaug

New License to be 
issued Possession Limit

CFL w/ Quahaug 
endorsement

3 bu./person/day Standard License w/ 
Unlimited Shellfish 
endorsement 

12 bu./person/day

Bay Quahaug Possession Limit

Waters Other than Shellfish Management Areas



RI Commercial Licensing Re-structure

License Fee
Standard License Resident Non-Resident

+ 1 limited fishery endorsement $150 $300
+ 2 limited fishery endorsements $200 $700
+ 3 limited fishery endorsements $250 $1,050
+ 1 unlimited fishery endorsement $300 $700
+ 1 unlimited fishery and
+ 1 limited fishery endorsement $350 $1,050

+ 2 unlimited fishery endorsements $375 $1,400
+ 1 unlimited fishery and
+ 2 limited fishery endorsements $400 $1,400

+ 2 unlimited fishery endorsements and 
+ 1 limited fishery endorsement $425 $1,750

Multipurpose License $450 N/A
Landing Permit $300 $600
Party/Charter License $100 $300

New Fees:
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