
R.I. Commercial Fishing Industry Profile 
Fisherman Survey 

 
The Cornell Cooperative Extension Marine Program (CCE) has partnered with the Commercial Fisheries Research Foundation (CFRF), a 
Rhode Island based, fishing industry supported organization, to develop an up-to-date profile of the Rhode Island commercial fishing 
industry. The profile will include all fishing activity in Rhode Island and will characterize the harvesting and processing capacity of the 
industry, support businesses, and people engaged in this livelihood.  Moreover the profile will assess the overall significance of the 
commercial fishing industry on local, state and regional economies.  This survey is for RI commercial fishermen.  This survey is 
anonymous and you may choose to skip any questions.  
  
Please submit to Cornell Marine Program using any of the following methods: email survey by saving document to desktop or printing and 
scanning to : js443@cornell.edu , printing and faxing to: 631-727-7130 Attn: Jackie Stent or mail survey to Cornell Marine Program, 423 Griffing 
Ave, Riverhead, NY 11901.  

 
1. How many years have you been a commercial fisherman?  ______ 

 
2. What is your principal fishery?(ex. groundfish, lobster, shellfish)  ____________ 

 
3. What is your principal gear type? (ex. trawl, gillnet, hook & line, pound traps, lobster pots, fish pots) ________________ 

 
4. What other type of fishing do you conduct? (target species) _________________________________ 

 
5. Do you own a commercial fishing vessel? Yes_____ No_____    If yes, what is the year the vessel was built, the length, horsepower, 

construction material of the vessel and the gear types used (rake, dredge, fish pot, handline, etc)? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. Do you hold endorsements on your RI commercial fishing licenses?  Yes ___ No ___  
 If yes, please list ___________________ 
 

7. Do you hold a Federal vessel permit(s)? Yes ___ No ___  If yes, please list ____________ 
 

8. Do you have vessel insurance?   Yes_____ No_____ 
 

9. How many crewmen work on your vessel? _______ 
 

10. Has fishing effort increased or decreased from 2008-present?   increased_____    decreased_____    same______     
Reason for increase/decrease _____________________________________________________________________________  

 
11. What percent of your personal/household income is derived from commercial fishing income?  

 100%____       75%____      50% or less____ 
 If  less than 100%, do you supplement income from other areas within the fishing industry/other non-fishing industries? 
  (ex. landscaper,  carpenter, clam digger, etc) Yes____No____ If yes, please list _________________________ 
 

12. What is your primary port of landing? (in terms of frequency or the most recently used)___________________________ 
 

13. What is the distance from the above port to your residence?  _________________ 
 

14. Do you land fish/shellfish in non-RI ports? _______If yes, where?____________________________________________ 
 

15. What is your education level?  High school/high school equivalent ______    College graduate - Associates degree _____  
 Bachelor’s degree _____       Masters degree or higher _____ 

 
16. Do you belong to any type of fishermen’s organization? ______ If yes, please name________________________________ 

 
17. Do you have health insurance? Yes ___ No ___   

 
 

 


