Mythology Recommended Book List

General Mythology


Gods, Goddesses and Mythology  (11 Volumes with Index) 2005 printed by Marshall Cavendish. Good all purpose encyclopedia of mythology. Includes articles on general themes, such as Death in mythology and Animals in mythology, plus articles on a good assortment of deities. Includes non-European mythology, but is most comprehensive with Greek and Roman gods.


Ultimate Encyclopedia of Mythology by Cotterell, Arthur, 2003, Hermes House. Comprehensive guide to classical mythology, plus, Celtic, Norse and Asian. Excellent single volume work, but bearing in mind what it covers, most of the entries in the book are rather short. Superb selection of art. Extremely popular book that is constantly checked out.

Myths and Legends by Wilkenson, Philip, DK 2009. Yhis covers even more ground than the previous volume; it also includes meso-American myth and Australian myth. The entries are short, but well written. The art is good, but not as well laid out as the Ultimate Encyclopedia of Mythology. 

Fiction:


American Gods by Gaiman, Neil. The award winning Sandman scribe proves what stories still lurk in the old myths with this road story of an ex-con and his encounters with gods both ancient and modern. It’s YA appropriate except for one horrific sex scene and very popular with the patrons.

Internet sites:


Pantheon.org


Internet sacred Texts Archive
Greek Mythology


Complete Idiot’s Guide to Classical Mythology by Osborn, Kevin, 1998, McMillan. You can’t beat the idiot’s guides, this one covers every important topic and character, including variations on some of the stories. The humorous art doesn’t exactly convey the seriousness of the topic however.

The Iliad and The Odyssey by Homer. Possibly the most famous works in Western literature, they’ve been a part of the curriculum since schools were invented, and teachers still assign them today. These are the longest pieces we have from ancient Greece, and taken together we get a vivid picture of men and gods at war. Prose versions abound, but they lack the feel of Homers poetry. The Robert Fagles translation of the Iliad is the standard, and the Samuel Butler Odyssey is also popular.

Titans and Olympians, and Triumph of the Hero 1997 Time/Life Books. Two volumes of Greek myth from the editors at Time/Life. The first volume covers the pantheon, the next the great hero stories. Good concise versions of the classic stories illustrated with a superb selection of classic art.

Fiction:


Percy Jackson series by Riordan, Rick. I probably don’t have to describe these. It’s just one example of how potent the old myths can be.


Wonder Woman DC Comics. Although her editors and writers sometimes forget, the world’s longest running female character is an Amazon from ancient Greece, and her best stories have always been about the struggles against Gods and monsters.
Norse Mythology


The Norse Myths by Kevin Crossley-Holland 1980 Pantheon Books. Possibly the best single volume on Norse myths. He does a prose version of the stories, but it has extensive notes about the source material.

Sagas of the Norsemen Time Life Books. This is the Norse volume of the Time/Life series, and it’s just as good as the Greek Volume.

Fiction:


Odd and the Frost Giants by Gaiman, Neil. Not surprisingly, Neil Gaiman is interested in the Norse myths. This slim volume sends an unlikely hero to the aid of the Norse Gods in one of their perpetual struggles against the Frost Giants.


Runemarks by Harris, Joanna. After Ragnarok people have learned to live without magic and the gods, but wouldn’t you know it, the old gods may not be completely gone after all.


Thor graphic novels. Soon to be a major motion picture.

Celtic Myth 

I didn’t get a chance to talk about the Celtic pantheon, but most of what I said about the Norse gods is also true for the Celtic Gods. They were like the Norse Gods, but without the fatalism. Today Celtic mythology is mostly associated with Ireland, but at one time all the British Isles and Northern Europe worshipped variations on these gods. The most famous member of the pantheon is the Morrigan, a triple Goddess of love, death and war. She’s been adopted by Wiccans and others as a symbol of female empowerment. 

Celtic Gods and Goddesses by Stewert, RJ. Slim, but well done volume with a good accounting of Celtic myth and some original illustrations.


Heroes of the Dawn Time/Life Books, Celtic volume of the series.

